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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for viewing this presentation and we hope that you learn something more from our trip. It was a true eye opener for us! Thank you especially to all of our sponsors and supporters. This showing is condensed from more than 700 photographs.
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Presentation Notes
Arrival Tel Aviv 5-17-11 4:30pm. 
Survivors Meeting Rehovot, on way to Jerusalem, 5-18-11. 
Tour Jerusalem, 5-19-11. 
Tour Masada and Dead Sea, 5-20-11. 
Tour Abu Ghosh, 5-21-11. Dinner in Tel Aviv and leave Israel midnight, 5-21-11. 
map credit www. thirdtemple.com
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Lily Cohen, survivor, was our gracious host for much of the tour. She was orphaned in Bergen Belsen and liberated on the train near Magdeburg.
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Frank Towers met with many of the Holocaust survivors at our meeting on the 18th. 
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Nearly 500 persons were present to greet him.
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Liberator and one of the liberated!
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Survivor’s daughter Miri Levi Lavy, us, her father, a survivor, shot at Belsen in the leg for stealing a potato. He was liberated on the train. 
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Presentation Notes
Matthew Rozell was one of the featured speakers. Speech is archived at http://teachinghistorymatters.wordpress.com/2011/06/02/1100. Survivor Micha Tomkiewicz translated into Hebrew. 
Photo courtesy Miri Levy Lavi.
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65 survivors were present.
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Some of the Dutch survivors presented Towers with this commemorative plate. 
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Private tour of Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial, 5-19-11.
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Private tour of Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial, 5-19-11.
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With Frank and train survivor Bruria Falik , her sister and son, 5-19-11.
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Presented with book and pin at Yad Vashem for Holocaust education work. 
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Matthew Rozell,  Varda Weisskopf (organizer in Israel),  Frank Towers, Yad Vashem.
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Frank Towers is applauded by some French tourists, Yad Vashem.
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Lily and friends took us out to dine on several occasions. 
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View from hotel window. Mediterranean Sea. 
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Many markers on Tel Aviv beach front, to mark the arrival of refugee ships before and after WW2, many in rough shape. This one was lost at sea, then miraculously landed in 1939 about where Ned is looking out to sea.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ned and friend in Yafo, the 8000 year old port city just south of Tel Aviv.
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Fresh produce delivery truck. Tel Aviv.
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US Embassy, Tel Aviv. Next to our hotel.
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Bibi and Barack in DC and lobby of hotel in Tel Aviv.
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Jerusalem, the City of Gold. 
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Jerusalem-
The Bridge of Strings will carry the light rail mass transit system over the busy entrance to Jerusalem and serve as a new, modern gateway to the holy city. The S-shaped bridge with cables anchored to a single, slender sloping pylon at the end of the 'S', evokes the strings of King David's harp – a fitting image for the city. According to the architect, the transparent bridge and the slender mast serve to highlight the cables as the major feature. "The form of the bridge came to resemble a musical instrument, with the cables as the strings…the idea of the bridge as a harp…."  
 
The bridge will become a symbol and a force for reconciliation: "Bridges join places that were separated….they even have a religious dimension. The word 'religious' comes from the Latin, meaning 'creating a link'.” 
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The City of Gold. Old City surrounded by wall. Dome of the Rock in center. “This magnificent octagon that dominates the Old City is a shrine for Isam’s third most holy site. The piece of black stone it covers is the mountain where Abraham tried to sacrifice Ishmael (not Isaac as Jews and Christians believe), the site of the temple of Solomon, and the place from whence Mohammed departed skywards for his famous encounter with the heavenly—"The Night Journey". 
 
The building took three years to complete, from 688 to 691, and was erected as a deliberate snub to Christians and Jews, whose faith Islam was supposed to supersede. The location had borrowed Judaism's heritage and most holy sight—the Temple Mount— the building was constructed to have a larger dome than that of the Holy Sepulchre's, and Syrian Christians were forced to Lay mosaics inside containing verses taken from the Koran about Christian misguided belief in the Trinity. 
 
The Dome of the Rock has survived all earthquakes thus far, being built firmly on rock, and has never been destroyed, merely renovated. The new external tiling was put on in 1963 and the dome was re-gilded in 1993-94.”  
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Map credit atlastours.net
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Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane. “On the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives is Bethany, where a beautiful church marks the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha, and where visitors can descend and emerge dramatically from the traditional tomb of Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead.  Visitors to the Garden of Gethsemane are amazed when they learn that the gnarled olive trees they see could have been young saplings when Jesus came here with the disciples on that fateful night after the Last Supper. Today the ancient trees rise from manicured flower beds; in Jesus’ time this would have been an olive grove where an olive-oil press – gethsemane in Greek – was located.”
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Jaffa Gate.
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Welcome to the Jewish Quarter, Old City.
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Western Wall and Dome of the Rock.
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“The Western Wall is Judaism's most holy site, as for centuries people have been going there to bewail the loss of the Second Temple, destroyed by the Romans in 70AD. The Wall is not part of the temple itself, rather a continuation of Herod the Great's retaining structure that holds in the arches known as Solomon's stables (the huge dressed stones at its bottom date from that time), but this has not stopped its Sanctification and the practice of writing prayers on pieces of paper that are placed in cracks in the wall in the belief that God will take more heed of them.” 
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“For centuries, the Western Wall was located in a narrow alley just 12 feet wide that could accommodate only a few hundred densely packed worshipers. But in 1967, immediately after the Six Day War, Israelis leveled the neighboring Arab district to create the Western Wall Plaza, which can accommodate tens of thousands of pilgrims.” 
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“The huge, lower stones (ashlars) of the wall are from the time of Herod, while those higher up date from Omayyad and Fatimid times.At the prayer section of the Western Wall, grass grows out of the upper cracks. The lower cracks of the chalky, yellow-white blocks have been stuffed with bits of paper containing written prayers.”
“Visitors of all religions are welcome to approach the Wall and to pray silently beside it. Men who would like to go to the wall must wear a hat or take a free head covering from a box beside the entrance to the prayer area.” 
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Bar Mitzvah Thursday at the wall. 
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Via Dolorosa, Stations of the Cross, Muslim Quarter, on way to Church of Holy Sepulcher.
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Via Dolorosa, Stations of the Cross, Muslim Quarter, on way to Church of Holy Sepulcher. Station V. 

“For many Christian pilgrims to Jerusalem, the most important and meaningful thing they will do while in the city is walk the Via Dolorosa, the route that Jesus took between his condemnation by Pilate and his crucifixion and burial. The Via Dolorosa pilgrimage is followed by Christians of many denominations, but especially Catholics and Orthodox. 
The Via Dolorosa pilgrimage been followed since early Christianity, beginning as soon as it became safe to do so after Constantine legalized the religion (mid-4th century).”  [text: www.sacred-destinations.com]

“At Station 5, Simon of Cyrene was forced by Roman soldiers to help Jesus carry this cross.”
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Tour guide Dr. Yaacov Zamir. Fluent in 6 languages, guided two popes through the Holy City. Station VI.
“At the top of a steep hill is Station 6, where, according to a tradition dating from the 14th century, St. Veronica wiped Jesus' face with her handkerchief, leaving an image of his face imprinted on the cloth. The relic, known as the Sudarium or Veronica, is kept at St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. Veronica's name may derive from the Latin vera icon, "true image."  [text: www.sacred-destinations.com]
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Via Dolorosa, Stations of the Cross, Muslim Quarter, on way to Church of Holy Sepulcher. 
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“Easily the most celebrated, yet most contentious, church in Christendom, the Holy Sepulchre contains the traditional sites of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus under one roof. 
 
The site was rediscovered in the corner of the western forum of the Hadrianic city Aelia Capitolina by Queen Helena, Constantine's mother, who knocked the temple down and built a huge basilica, which was dedicated on Easter day in the year 326. 
 
The church was partially rebuilt in the next century by Justinian, and remained untouched until 1009, when the mad caliph Hakim destroyed virtually all of it. It was patched up by a Monk called Robert, but when the Crusaders came across the city, around the year 1099, the church was rebuilt to only half of its original size, and thus it stands today. 
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Church of Holy Sepulcher.
“The Church of the Holy Sepulcher is where Orthodox and Catholic Christians mark the crucifixion and burial of Jesus. The first building on this spot was, of all things, a pagan shrine built in the second century by Emperor Hadrian. To do so, he used stones from the ruined Temple as painful reminders to both Jews and Christians that the Romans were in charge of their holy places.  When Constantine built the first church here in the fourth century, he placed it where his mother, Queen Helene, is said to have found a piece of the cross. That church eventually extended across the equivalent of a block or two of what is now today’s Old City. “This was the church to which the knights of the First Crusade arrived to sing their Te Deum after capturing Jerusalem on July 15, 1099.”
 
 
Nearby is a stone slab where tradition says the body of Jesus was prepared for burial, and where you may see pious Orthodox and Catholic Christians praying fervently. Visitors are moved by the beautiful mosaic behind the stone, which shows with sadness and hope the moments when Jesus is taken down from the cross and laid in the tomb. Up a steep flight of stairs, the site of the crucifixion itself is marked by both a Greek Orthodox and a Catholic altar, where Christians from around the world stand patiently in line waiting to touch the rock they hold sacred.” [text: www.goisrael.com/]�  
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Church of Holy Sepulcher.
Women view site of the laying out and anointing of Christ’s body.
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Church of Holy Sepulcher.
Stone of Unction.
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Church of Holy Sepulcher.
Stone of Unction. Mosaic in background.
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Church of Holy Sepulcher.
Christ’s tomb.
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Church of Holy Sepulcher.
Christ’s tomb.
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For sale in the Muslim quarter. 
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Quick nap  through the Judean desert. Sleep on the run.
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Bedouin dwelling, Judean desert.
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In 1947 the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered hidden in one of these caves in Qumran, which shed light on the Bible and on the period during which they were written.  [text: www.goisrael.com/]
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Dead Sea, Judean desert. Lowest spot on earth.
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“Masada is a lofty plateau in a spectacular desert setting overlooking the Dead Sea. It is a palace-fortress Herod the Great built to last forever, a refuge for Jewish rebels in the century of Jesus, and later for Christian monks, and a World Heritage Site.”
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“Less than 40 years after Jesus was crucified, at the beginning of the Great Revolt against the Romans, Jewish rebels took over Masada. In contrast to Jesus’ instruction to “give to Caesar what is Caesar’s” (Luke 20:25), the rebels believed in zero-tolerance for Roman rule. They were surrounded by the Roman army, which left behind the most complete siege works in the world. After the Romans prevailed, the historian Josephus relates that the rebels took their own lives rather than become slaves. This act has made Masada a symbol of the human spirit’s yearning for freedom. For Christian visitors in particular, Masada gives greater understanding of this era of conflict that was the backdrop to Jesus’ ministry. “
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Masada. Ascent. 
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Cable car to top of Masada
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Summit of Masada; Dead Sea in background
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Summit of Masada; Dead Sea in background
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Masada tourists. Black line indicates original structure below.
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Masada- Roman siege ramp and one of the Roman siege camps in foreground.
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Masada- Model of Herod’s north palace complex 
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Masada- Herod’s north palace complex. One of the Roman siege camps in background. 
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Masada. Tourists pass through storeroom complex.
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Masada- Herod’s palace complex and snake trail below.
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Heights of Masada with Dead Sea in background. 
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Ein Gedi resort, Dead Sea.
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Ein Gedi spa, Dead Sea. Note salt encrustations. No bare feet here.
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Dead Sea on way to beach. Note sink holes. Deadly.
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Dead Sea. Floating. 37% salt!
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Dead Sea. I told you it was salty.
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Ned and Lily sampling Arabic food in Abu Ghosh, 10 minutes northwest of Jerusalem. Hummus capital of the world.
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Mosque in Abu Ghosh.
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Lily’s adoptive mother, Bettina, 95, and brother, on the former kibbutz where she was raised. Bettina was a pioneer in Israeli early education and respected by all.
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Crusader church from 13th century in Arab village of Abu Ghosh, 10 minutes northwest of Jerusalem. Looking out of the door, you can see the hilltop kibbutz where Lily was raised. 
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Crusader church from 13th century in Arab village of Abu Ghosh, 10 minutes northwest of Jerusalem. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elvis Inn, Jerusalem.
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1. Many cats in Tel Aviv! 
2. Lily, Tai Chi master, shows Ned one of her swords.
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Sunset, Tel Aviv.
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Mediterranean Sea. Swim on Friday evening.
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Leaving the beach, Tel Aviv. Indeed we will. Thanks for viewing.
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GPS, leaving Tel Aviv for the 12 hour flight back to the States.



 Israeli Ministry of Tourism, www.goisrael.com
 Sacred Destinations, www.sacred-destinations.com
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